
1 H
erm

itage H
ouse  The 

house w
as designed in 1785 

by the fam
ous S

cots architect, 
R

obert B
urn. The style reflects 

the old B
raid C

astle thought to 
have been in the field at the 
end of H

erm
itage D

rive. 
 

G
eology of the G

orge and H
ill.  Ice and volcanoes have shaped B

lackford H
ill and the H

erm
itage of B

raid. The hills w
ere form

ed m
any m

illions of years 
ago from

 lava flow
s from

 the ancient volcanoes of the P
entlands. D

uring the Ice A
ge, w

hen glaciers covered S
cotland to m

any thousands of feet, the rock 
w

as scoured aw
ay by ice to give B

lackford H
ill a distinctive crag and tail shape. A

s the ice m
elted, a huge river created the gorge of the H

erm
itage.

5 The D
oocot  This is the 

second largest exam
ple in 

E
dinburgh and once had a 

total of nearly 2000 nest 
boxes m

ade from
 sandstone. 

Its purpose w
ould have been 

to keep the local laird in m
eat 

all year round but there w
as a 

considerable cost to local 
farm

ers on w
hose fields of 

grain the pigeons grew
 plum

p. 
It w

as re-roofed in 2006.

6 B
lackford H

ill  The 
Sum

m
it  A  trig point m

arks 
the top of B

lackford H
ill at 

164m
 (539’).  Im

agine w
hat 

E
dinburgh m

ust have 
looked like w

hen S
ir W

alter 
S

cott or R
obert B

urns 
gazed over the city? 

View
 along the burn 

near H
erm

itage H
ouse

B
luebells along the 

top path

7 M
ore to see on the hill

The large m
etal ring em

bedded in the rock w
as once used 

to tether a balloon belonging to the E
dinburgh U

niversity 
B

alloon C
lub. W

here the ground levels out just below
 and 

to the east of the top there are som
e shallow

 depressions 
in the ground, circular and no m

ore than 6 m
etres across. 

These are the rem
ains of B

ronze A
ge hut circles. The top 

of the hill w
as once a hill fort and som

e of the protecting 
w

alls are still visible below
 the sum

m
it.

The view
finder at the sum

m
it disappeared in 2006 but 

hopefully w
ill be replaced soon.

  8 The O
bservatory  A

s E
dinburgh grew

 in size in the 19
th 

C
entury the telescopes of the old observatory on C

alton 
H

ill becam
e increasingly hard to use because of light 

pollution.
A new

 R
oyal O

bservatory w
as built on B

lackford H
ill in 

1896. The site is hom
e to the U

K
 A

stronom
y Technology 

C
entre and the Institute of A

stronom
y of E

dinburgh  
U

niversity.
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/9 A
gassiz R

ock  You 
pass this historic rock 
on the w

ay back to 
S

cout B
ridge. In 1840, 

Louis A
gassiz here 

found the first 
evidence for the 
erosive action of ice in 
S

cotland.

2 The W
eir  The circular brick 

structure just before the old 
stable block is a w

ater pum
p 

used to supply a regular flow
 

of w
ater to H

erm
itage H

ouse.
The w

eir w
as built either as 

landscaping of the H
erm

itage 
by the first ow

ners or possibly 
for the now

 disappeared corn 
m

ill.

3 Toll H
ouse  You once had 

to pay tolls to travel on the 
roads into E

dinburgh. The toll 
house used to be at the 
E

dinburgh boundary on the 
site of the B

raid C
hurch in 

M
orningside. W

hen tolls w
ere 

abolished in 1888, the house 
w

as rebuilt here. Look for the 
num

ber 259 on the lintel at 
the back of the house.

4 W
ildflow

er M
eadow

 
This peaceful area is a 
beautiful place to linger 
on a sum

m
er day

S
co

ut
 B

rid
ge

Fr
ie

nd
s 

at
 th

e 
W

et
la

nd
 P

at
ch

N
o doubt in w

inter it w
ould have 

deserved its nam
e  “A

uld R
eekie”.

The house is now
 a Visitor C

entre and base for the 
R

anger S
ervice (0131 447 7145). H

ere you can buy m
aps 

for the orienteering course set up in the reserve – you w
ill 

see the perm
anent m

arkers as you w
alk round the trail.

The 
O

bservatory 
from

 the top 
of the 
B

lackford H
ill


