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THE ISLAND IS BACK,  
AND BETTER THAN EVER! 
 
As visitors to the area will already  hav e noticed , th e island in 
Black ford Pond  has reappeared aft er an absen ce o f s everal y ears .   
Th e previous island, created with  the h elp o f funding fro m CAL A 
Ho mes  in the 1990s, had  been gradually eroded by  wav e action 
until hardly any  of it was  left .   This s ad stat e o f affairs  w as noted  
by CA LA chairman  Geo ff Ball, who is both a local resident  and  a 
keen birdwatch er, and h e gen erously o ffered to fund  a 
replacement to  the old island.   This has now b een constructed to  
a different and  hopefully mo re long-lasting design , involving a 
surrounding underwater wall or ‘bund’ of And esite rock filled 

 

with hardco re and topped off with attractive pink shingle and li mestone rocks .   Th e new island  was  o ffi cially inaugurated at 
a ceremony  on Friday 9th Jun e, in the presence o f Mr and  Mrs Ball, Countryside Ranger Fergus  Cook  and  other local 
representatives including Councillors McInnes and Mackintosh, South Mo rningside school children and Friends  Convener 
Rob Elton.   As well as being  an  attractive visual feature in the pond, the island should p rovide a s afe hav en for n esting 
waterfowl with l ess risk o f predation from rats, cats and  foxes, and ind eed  the little wood en duck hous e is already home to a 
brood o f mallard  chicks .   So me o f th e original  trees hav e su rvived th e destruction o f the old island, and as  ground 
vegetation also gets established we can  look fo rward to  enjoying this scenic wildlife habitat for many  years to  come.    

Rob Elton 
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IT 'S NICE TO BE ASKED...! 
FRIENDS COMMENT ON CITY  
DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS 
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Have you been to one of 
the F riends events and 
would like to air your 
views?  If you want to 
have your article 
considered for the next 
newsletter be sure to 
send it before the next 
copy deadline. 
  
1st September 2006  
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The views express ed i n this 
newsletter are not necess arily 
those of  the Friends of 
Hermitage of Brai d and 
Blackford Hill. 

 

the pigeons here in Scotland. A swan was washed up (in more ways 
than one) in Fife some weeks ago. It carried the deadly (to some birds) 
H5N1 strain of the virus. It had probably picked it up in north eastern 
Europe, or maybe Siberia. Perhaps it had met with a bird that had 
come from Asia, perhaps there was a chain of connection involving 
several individuals.  
 
In any case the panic has passed. I  thought you might be interested in 
a few points from the New Scienti st (13th May ’06 ) in an article by 
Deborah McKenzie. In a nutshell: the best outcome in this part of the 
world would be for the virus to die out quickly in the wild by killing their 
victims rapidly. This would still leave Asian poultry farmers with 
problems. Thi s might mean larger p roduction units where control s are 
easier, putting smaller farmers out o f business. 
 
The worst case would be a mutation of the H5N1 st rain that was a bit 
less lethal. This could possibly happen if the virus cooks away 
producing a series of variations in poultry flocks out  east, with 
occasional breakouts of different varieties that could be spread by 
migrants. Thi s can happen because in poultry flocks where the  virus i s 
no longer fatal, vast amounts of  the virus are shed f rom the chickens in 
faeces.  In thi s case there i s a  possibility of a st rain developing that can 
kill other animals such as mammals; for example us. There could be a 
bad result for bird populations where there are few individual s left. 
Species where most of the individuals gather in a very few locations 
(e.g. the world’s barnacle geese spend the winter on coastal a reas of 
Ireland and north west Britain) could be vulnerable. Populations where 
there was little genetic diversity between individuals could conceivably 
be wiped out. 
 
Experts agree that containing the virus to poult ry flocks is the answer. 
$1.9 billion was committed to helping poor countries do thi s by 
wealthier countries at a World Bank meeting in January. $60 m illion 
has been confirmed. None has ye t materialised.           

Fergus Cook 
 

 
 
Not at fi rst glance an exciting title. If I had 
called it “Bird Death Bug.”  You m ight have 
found it more dramatic. Asian Bi rd ‘Flu’ 
would have been more identifiable. An Asian 
bird flew out o f Asia and set the cat among  

Andrew Coates, editor of Hi ll and Hermitage for the past three years, is having to step down because of 
increased family and work commitments.   It has been a pleasure to work with him over this period, and he has 
produced consistently interesting, varied and witty issues of the newsletter which always (just!) made the 
printing deadlines.   We are now seeking a new editor for September and beyond, and would be delighted to 
hear from anyone who would like to help with this.   There are two main prerequisites for the job, journali stic 
flair and IT skills, and not many people are able to combine the two as well as Andrew has, so we may decide 
to share these roles amongst an editorial committee of several people.  Andrew has been responsible for 
maintaining the Friends website as well, so volunteers are also being sought for help with keeping this up to 
date in the future.   Contact me on 667 4079 i f you think you can cont ribute to either of these important aspects 
of our media profile.               Rob Elton 

Desperately seeking an editor! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Just for fun (answer next edition) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friends Events June - September 2006 
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As usual the Braid Burn has been filling up with rubbish over the p ast few months, so why not enjoy a summer clean -
up with the Friends and help improve your environ ment?   This time we are trying a mid-morning start in the hope that 
so me members will prefer to co me at that ti me, and we will supply boots, gloves, bin bags , rak es and litter pick ers, o r 
bring your own if you prefer.   If enough people come, or for thos e who prefer not to get their feet wet, we may also 
send out working parties to pull up Hi malayan Balsam, which may look like (ind eed is) a pretty pink plant but is also 
an alien invader th at is taking over fro m n ative species in various parts o f the reserve.   If you can’t get there by 11am, 
look for us  working  so mewhere along the burn  for most of the rest o f the d ay. 
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7.15pm Hermitage House - Talk/Slide Show;  8.30pm  Blackford Pond - Bat Watch 
�
COME LEARN ABOUT AND SEE OUR FURRY FLYING  FLEDERMAUS FRIENDS! 
 
Another o f our ever-popular bat nights with ou r host Natalie Taylor o f Lothian Bat Group.  Great  slides o f and  chat  
about bats, both local to the Hermitage and  fro m further afield. 
Free to  Fri ends of Hermit age members , gu ests/others by small donation which will support  the work of FoH and LBG. 
No need to book . Children very welco me. Bring a to rch.  
More info rmation -  07951849414�
�
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Learn how events in the very distant past hav e created our present-d ay environment by co ming along to this walk and 
talk by local geology expert Cli ff Porteous.   He will lead an evening stroll round  both Hill and Hermit age to explain 
many o f the interesting (and in some cas es world-famous) featu res that are too often taken for granted by visitors to the 
area.   No need to pre-book, just turn up and enjoy.   Whatever the weather this should be an  excellent ev ening 
experience. 
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I expect you will have seen the posts with diagonal red and si lver 
markers on them, strategically placed at intervals, and maybe wondered 
what  they were for.  They are the Controls, 26 in total, for the 
Permanent Orienteering Course which has been set up on the Hill  by 
our Club, in co-operation with the City of Edinburgh Council Rangers.  

This adds an extra dimension to the enjoyment of the Hill.   You are probably aware that orienteering 
events using temporary controls are held here about  once a year, and the terrain is ideally suited for this 
activity.  You can use the Permanent Course Map Pack at any time for training runs, practi sing 
technique or just adding ext ra interest to a walk. 
 
Orienteering is  all about finding your way around using a specially prepared large-scale and very 
detailed map to navigate between the Controls.  The easiest courses follow paths most of the way, and 
the hardest ones take you across open land or through the woods and require careful map-reading and 
compass work.  

Our next event is on 
Saturday 12th August, starting at the Observatory Car Park at 2pm. 

All Friends are very welcome. 
An introductory explanation of the basic principles of orienteering is offered at 1.15pm 
 

Please contact me if you would like any further details. 
Janet Clark, 
President, Edinburgh Southern Or ienteering Club 
13 N W Circus Place, Edinburgh  EH3 6SX 
0131 225 7771 JanetClr@aol.com     

Orienteering on Blackford Hill & The Hermitage 

 

 

Regular users of the Hermitage will 
no doubt have seen that the Doocot  
has been swathed in scaffolding for 
several months.   The building is 
now looking better than it has done 
for many years with its new roof,  
and its freshly painted guttering and  
dormers.   The Friends’ Committee are  
delighted that the Council managed to fund  
this work on what is something of a historic landmark building within the Hermitage.    
It would have been nice to restore the missing five stone urns that apparently once adorned this 
struct ure, one at each corner and one in the centre of the rear wall!   Does anyone admit to having one 
of these in a corner of their garden?   Did you know that the projecting string course of stone around 
the building is not just an architectural feat ure but a carefully placed device to stop rats climbing up 
the structure and getting in amongst the nesting birds?    There is more to this interesting building 
than meets the eye, and the Committee will be looking at improving the interpretation of the structure 
now that we can be proud of its appearance once again.       
 Goff Cantley 
 

 


